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2003 Statewide Annual Average Employment Summary 
 
 Hawaii statewide annual average employment for the calendar year 2003 was 569,538, an 
increase of 11,044 workers or 1.94 percent over 2002. Private sector employment grew by 9,732 workers or 
2.14 percent after dropping by 1,656 workers in 2002. Federal government showed an increase of 953 
workers or 3.01 percent mainly due to the newly created Department of Homeland Security. State 
government rose by 549 workers or 0.82 percent while County government declined by 191 workers or 1.13 
percent. 
 The Accommodation and food services sector supports the largest average employment in Hawaii 
with 88,515 workers. The Retail trade sector ranks second with 64,522 workers, while in third is the Health 
care and social assistance sector with 52,332 workers. In fourth place is the Administrative and waste 
services sector with 40,523 workers. This sector includes the subsector Office of administrative services with 
39,058 workers and ranks third in average employment at the subsector level.  This subsector of 
Administrative and waste services includes employment placement agencies, temporary help services and 
employee leasing firms. Included in this subsector too, are the travel arrangement and reservation services 
and business support services. At fifth place is the Construction sector with 27,677 workers. 
 
  
  

 The sector that showed the highest growth in average employment was the Mining sector which 
surged by 15.27 percent.  However, this increase was mainly attributable to noneconomic code changes. 
The sector with the second largest growth is the Construction sector, up by 7.39 percent. This sector 
includes building construction and specialty trade contractors which increased by 9.60 percent and 8.39 
percent respectively. The sector showing the third greatest expansion was the Educational Services sector 
which strengthened by 648 workers or 5.60 percent.  The overall picture for private sector employment looks 
favorable as a majority of the industries experienced increases in employment. There were only three 
industries that showed a drop. The biggest decrease came from the Information sector which went down by 
1,108 workers or 10.47 percent. This reduction is attributable to noneconomic code changes and to less film 
and television production during 2003. 

    

2003 Statewide Annual Average Employment 
by Percentage Growth
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Industries with Highest Annual Average Employment in Hawaii 
NAICS 
Sector Sector Description 

2003 Average 
Employment 

72 Accommodation and food services 88,515 
44-45 Retail trade 64,522 

62 Health care and social assistance 52,332 
56 Administrative and waste services 40,523 
23 Construction 27,677 



2002-2003
Statewide Average Employment by Industry
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Percentage Growth 1980-2003
Private Sector Employment

-0.2

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

Honolulu

Hawai`i

Maui

Kaua`i

Statewide

 Sept. 11, 1992          
HurrIcane Iniki



2003  Distribution of Statewide Average Employment
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2003 Statewide Annual Average Wage Summary  
 
 
 The statewide annual average wage for all workers covered by state and federal unemployment insurance 
programs rose by 3.16 percent to $33,735 in 2003.   The annual pay of private industry workers grew by 3.20 percent 
to $31,966 while pay for the government rose by 3.21 percent to $40,692. Federal government wages rose by 2.78 
percent mainly due to pay increases at the beginning of the year. State government’s wages rose, by 3.19 percent 
and county government’s wage advanced by 3.21 percent. 
 
 Workers in the Utilities sector continue to enjoy the highest average wage of all the NAICS sectors in the 
state. They earn on average $70,667, an increase of $4,263 or 6.03 percent over the preceding year. Mining reported 
the second highest annual average wage of $67,557, a growth of $3,773 or 5.58 percent over last year. Management 
of companies and enterprises having the third highest annual average wage is at $60,715, and Finance and 
insurance remains in the fourth place with $50,943. Construction workers’ earnings at $49,549 ranks fifth.  These 
three sectors showed a very slight improvement of less than one percent over the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The largest over-the-year percentage pay increase in the private sector was registered in Real estate and 
rental and leasing. Average wage increased by 6.36 percent or $2,186. The next greatest hike was in Utilities   at 
6.03 percent; in third place was Mining at 5.58 percent.  Retail trade climbed 5.15 percent to rank fourth; and fifth was 
Information at 4.97 percent.  There was only one sector where the annual average wage declined; however, the drop 
was relatively small. Transportation and warehousing sector annual average wage decreased slightly by less than 
one percent from $36,614 in 2002 to $36,273 in 2003. 
 

2003 Statewide  Annual Average Wage
 by Percentage Growth
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Industries with Highest Annual Average Wage in Hawaii 
NAICS 
Sector Sector Description 

2003 Average 
Wage 

22 Utilities $70,667 
21 Mining $67,557 
55 Management of companies and enterprises $60,715 
52 Finance and insurance $50,943 
23 Construction $49,549 


